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Listening is our key word this summer, 
whether it is listening to music at one of 
the bandstands or listening to the birds 
and trees, we hope you are enjoying all 
the sounds of your park. Even listening to 
children laughing as they play in the green 
open spaces or playgrounds.

Listening to bandstand concerts started 
on 18 June with The Adam Thomas Quintet 
in our Jazz on the Broadwalk series.  Then 
on Sunday 19 June we hosted the National 
Youth Jazz Orchestra on the main bandstand. 
About 800 people came to listen. It was a 
great weekend for jazz fans.  After no fewer 
than 45 concerts, the Festival will end on 25 
September with a fabulous Spanish Fiesta 
on the Broadwalk.

Listening to the birds is something the 
Friends have been doing with the Royal 
Parks ‘Bird Man’ Tony Duckett for the 
past 45 years.  Sadly, he will be retiring in 
October. We wish him every happiness in his 
retirement. No doubt it will involve…well… 
listening to birds! Tony’s retirement happens 
to coincide with the Friends donating five 
brand new bird boards to the park.  

Listening to the trees is something our 
‘Tree Man’ Matt Steinmann does often. And 
our Music for Trees app creates another way 
to listen to the trees in our park. The Friends 
has offered to pay for a tree recognition app 
to be made covering all 6,000 trees. We hope 
the Royal Parks will agree to this soon.

Listening to Shakespeare.  On 13 August 
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men will return 
to the St John’s Lodge Garden for one 
performance of As You Like It. Friends 
can purchase tickets for the reduced price 
of £20.

Listening to Legally Blonde in the 
Open Air Theatre has been an ‘acoustic 

phenomenon’. Maybe not quite as loud as 
2019’s Jesus Christ Superstar it has none 
the less been audible in much of the park.
Friends can get reduced price tickets for 101 
Dalmations which opens 12 July.

In other Friends’ news we held our 
second AGM in six months as a way of re-
setting to our pre-Covid schedule. Members 
heard about policing issues, volunteering in 
the Royal Parks, the Royal Parks Ranger 

FROM THE CHAIR
Mark Elliott, Chairman

LISTEN
programme that will be extended to our park 
in the Autumn, recent developments in the 
Camden Highline project and the outlook 
for the Friends. We have a full events and 
volunteering programme for you until 
October so please see the ‘Events’ insert in 
this newsletter.

On our theme of listening, I remind you 
that your Committee is always listening, and 
we appreciate your  suggestions and ideas.



Duncan Sparks and Caroline Cooper get stuck 

into a bit of litter-picking

Daniel Harvey, grey shirt centre of photo, and some 

of his amazing team.
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MEET THE 
COMMITTEE: 
JESSE BROWN
Robin Black

VOLUNTEERING:   
LITTER -PICKING
Mike Baker

LOCAL HEROES: 
DANIEL HARVEY
Robin Black

It’s is high time we introduce you to 
Jesse Brown, our not-so-new designer and 
layout artist, of the newsletter having joined 
the Committee in March 2020. Many of 
you have commented on his wonderful 
watercolours and purchased his greeting 
cards which were on sale at the May AGM 
and throughout the summer at the Gazebo.

During Covid Jesse’s wife noticed that 
the Friends were advertising for a volunteer 
designer and he thought he would apply, 
deciding it would be nice to do something 
for the community.

Jesse has had studios in Camden and  
Fitzrovia and says for many years he has 
travelled through the park every day to work.  
He says “I love watching it change through 
the seasons”.  

On weekends he can often be found in the 
park as his children, 9 and 6 years, do a lot 
of sport there and also enjoy other park time 
including visits to the zoo.

Jesse was a graphic designer running his 
own company, but three years ago decided 
to become a full-time artist. He still does 
work for some of his former clients while 
trying to find his niche between his loves 

Daniel Harvey, a young father in 
Primrose Hill, was so  shocked by what he 
saw happening in Ukraine that he decided 
to do something himself. 

Friends’ member Lucy Cottrell, who 
knows Daniel, says ‘He is a bit of a Bob Geldof 
in being a doer not a talker, and I  suspect 
quite a bit of this mammoth effort has been 
funded by him and his family’.  Primrose Hill 
Library was the first hub for collection of 
crucial supplies then he started working with 
hospitals and Doctors for Ukraine.  Central 
to the efforts are a group of young Ukrainians 
including the drivers.  Together they have 
sent 90 palettes of medical supplies, an 
ultrasound machine, a hospital generator for 
the Kyiv National Cancer Institues and more. 

Daniel has now teamed up with Professor 
Mykhaylo Korda, Rector of Ternopil 
Medical University who explains the 
importance of IFAKS (Individual First 
Aid Kits) to be distributed to soldiers on 
the front line.  View more in this link:   
https://we.tl/t-ZKapKpNUWj 

Says Daniel, ‘I need to raise £30,000 to 
fund the purchase of urgent, lifesaving medical 
supplies, medical equipment and cover the 
transportation costs. Since 24 February, 
working closely with my partners in Ternopil, 
western Ukraine, I have been collecting and 
purchasing items that are urgently requested, 
and driving these vital supplies to be 
distributed directly to orphanages, children’s 
hospitals, maternity hospitals and hospitals 
treating the wounded.’

Daniel continues, ‘Everything I do is 
completely documented, fully transparent, 
with invoices, videos and photos always 
provided. I would be delighted to sit down with 
anyone who may be interested in donating to 
provide more in-depth information’.

If you would like to know more and 
perhaps aid Daniel’s impressive efforts his 
email is harvey.daniel34@googlemail.com

Since the middle of May this year, some 
twenty Friends volunteers have been litter-
picking in The Regent’s Park and Primrose 
Hill. We go out mostly at weekends and 
on Mondays, when the park is often still 
suffering from an overhang of the weekend 
visitors’ excesses. As we all know, it can get 
pretty messy.

Clad in our orange hi-vis jackets and 
orange gloves, clutching picking tools and bin 
bags, we trawl the paths and grassy areas. The 
main gardening and litter-picking contract for 
the parks sits with idverde, but they welcome 
some extra help when the going gets tough! 
They do a great job and manage to clear a lot 
of the heavy debris, but there’s always plenty 
of smaller stuff we can deal with.

We tend to go out in teams of two or three 
people together, as it’s a sociable activity. 
Having said that, litter-picking can be a 

contemplative process and the time passes 
quickly. What’s really nice is when members 
of the public go out of their way to thank 
you for what you are doing. There’s nothing 
more motivating than someone giving you 
encouragement and thanking you sincerely 
for keeping the park clean and tidy, for 
everyone to enjoy.

If this sounds like something you could see 
yourself doing email me at mikebaker10@
btinternet.com to sign up. You’ll be most 
welcome and will be instrumental in keeping 
our park the way we like to experience it.

of illustration, watercolour and cartoons.  
“I love doing exhibitions and editorial, but 
what I really want is to illustrate a cooking 
book one day”, he says.

I was curious to know how Jesse captures 
the park and its users so pitch-perfect.  “I take 
a lot of photos”, he says.  “I love observing 
people in their natural habitat. I sometimes 
think that is cheating a bit but I would love 
to draw in situ more, if I had the time.”  He 
captures it all, joggers, dog walkers, litter 
pickers…nothing escapes his gaze.

 
NEED TO KNOW:  Jesse is running 
three ART IN THE PARK sessions on 
Wednesdays -13, 20, 27 July from 10:30 – 
12:30.  Spaces are limited to 12 maximum 
so if you want to participate you can email 
Robin Black at rbh@dircon.co.uk

The cost is all 3 sessions for £50 
members/£75 non-members or individual 
sessions at £20 members/£25 non-members, 
payable in advance.

https://we.tl/t-ZKapKpNUWj 
mailto:harvey.daniel34%40googlemail.com?subject=
mailto:mikebaker10@btinternet.com
mailto:mikebaker10@btinternet.com
mailto:rbh@dircon.co.uk
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WATER 
SUPPLY TO 
THE REGENT’S 
PARK
Peter Darley

Précised by Robin Black

BOATING 
IS BACK 
THIS JULY

We all enjoy the water ‘features’ of the 
Regent’s Park but I doubt that we ever think 
about how much it affects the form and 
function of the park. We row on the lake, we 
sit by the water’s edge, bird watch, picnic 
and listen to music alongside it, but do you 
know from where it originates?

Amateur historian of the local canal, Peter 
Darley, has written a wonderful article on 
this subject from the time, in 1811, when the 
park was laid out and water was supplied by 
Tyburn Brook.

The traditional source of the Tyburn is 
marked as Shepherd’s Well, on the corner 
of what today is Fitzjohn’s Avenue and 
Akenside Road. The site is now marked by 
a handsome red-brick memorial tablet.

The Tyburn crossed Avenue Road, 
just beyond St Peter’s Church (now 
Queensmead) and keeping close to the 
west side of Avenue Road it reached Acacia 
Road, at the corner of which it received 
a tributary from Belsize. The Tyburn 
doggedly flowed southwards by Townsend 
Road to the corner of Henry Street (now 
Allitsen Road) where it diverged diagonally 
to the corner of Charles (now Chalbert) 
Street with Park Road (now Prince Albert 
Road). Here it entered the park to supply 

Always a popular activity in the park, our 
boats will return in early July for rental. The 
boats will now be run under the auspices of 
the Royal Parks with a completely new fleet. 
The Children’s Boating Lake will also open 
this summer at The Regent’s Park.  Thirty 
hand-paddle boats will be available to hire at 
weekends and in the school holidays.  They 
are new and are available from the little kiosk 
recently constructed near the Waterside 
Cafe. Check back on the Park website for 
booking information and opening times.  
bit.ly/3nB1amU

the artificial waters of the lake.
After the Regent’s Canal was built, a 

small aqueduct carried the stream into the 
park over what is now Charlbert Bridge.  

Darley describes how the Second World 
War had its impact on the park, when 
masses of bomb rubble was dumped across 
much of The Regent’s Park and Primrose 
Hill. The overall depth of the rubble fill may 
be gauged by walking along the southern 
perimeter of the zoo. He tells us, this 
informal path is more than a metre below the 
asphalted footpath above, which is at the fill 
level, as are the sports areas alongside.

Although it probably passes most of us 
by, irrigation is essential for the sports fields 
and is much needed after major events such 

as Taste and Frieze to help the newly sown 
grass or turf to re-instate the areas swiftly.

Boreholes sunk in the early 2000s now 
supply the park’s water needs, which 
include sports fields, the Winter Garden and 
the Queen Mary’s Garden. Interestingly, 
there is also overhead irrigation/fire control 
for compost heaps. And, of course, water 
enters the main lake, the kids’ boating lake 
as well as the Queen Mary’s Garden lake.

You can read this article in its entirety by 
following the link below to our website where 
Peter Darley elaborates on environmental 
considerations about the park’s water supply 
and The Royal Parks (TRP) strategy for the 
future to make the most effective use of water. 
bit.ly/3uk7hzR

http://bit.ly/3nB1amU
http://bit.ly/3uk7hzR


IN THE GARDENS
Nick Biddle, Park Manager, 

The Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill

The Mediterranean Borders
The three beds on the mound towards 

the northeast corner of Queen Mary’s 
Gardens were planted as Mediterranean 
borders in the 1990s. The mound itself is 
the remains of the irrigation tank, used to 
serve the range of glasshouses that occupied 
the space which now features the Cherry 
Walk, the Sausage Border (the staff’s 
name for the herbaceous border) and the 
lawn in between. Senior Gardener, Anne 
Tuomisto, has been working to develop 
this important feature of the garden. It is a 
huge undertaking as there are three large 
beds on the mound with a wide range of 
environmental conditions spanning desert to 
modified woodland and largely representing 
a maquis landscape. Most of the soils were 
heavy clay that has either been dug out 
and replaced or ameliorated with sand and 
grit, or in the shadier areas with aggregates 
and our own composted organic material. 
Anne assures us that there is still much to 
do. Losing the pine in storm Eunice has 
changed a shaded area into a sunny one, but 
none the less it is looking stunning now, and 
one of the highlights of a very special garden

The Cascade in 
Queen Mary’s Gardens

The Cascade in Queen Mary’s Gardens is 
a striking feature and since its construction 
it has been a focal point of the garden. The 
planting around it however has not, at least 
in recent times, been worthy of note. Not 
until this season. 

Anna Rafal, Head Gardener for Queen 
Mary’s Gardens has transformed this 
feature.  Because the layout of the landscape 
around the cascade makes the use of modern 
machinery impossible, Anna had to dig out 
by hand the soil between the rocks, removing 
it in buckets then carrying it down the rock 
feature. The planting areas have been re-
soiled, with a 50:50 mix of gritty loam and 
our own composted organic material. Anna 
was assisted both in the hard manual labour 
and in the planting out by a dedicated and 
hardworking team of horticultural volunteers. 
The area is partly shaded by the large plane 
tree while other areas are in full sun. The 
cascade itself had a number of leaks, some 
of which were fixed, while others were 
channelled down to plantings of gunnera, 
which have clearly loved the copious water 
supply. The plantings have really come 
into their own this spring and this part of 
the garden is now an absolute wonder and 
delight. It is an essential destination for any 
plant or garden lover. 

Beware Distraction Thefts
There has been an increase in distraction 

thefts at our pay & display parking machines. 
If anybody offers you ‘assistance’ please:
• exercise extreme caution
• do not under any circumstances allow 
anyone to touch or handle your bank card.

The thieves operate by slight-of-hand, 
stealing your card and telling you that ‘the 
machine has swallowed your card’ but  the 
machines cannot swallow cards.  They 
usually wait until they have seen you 
attempting to enter a PIN before taking your 
card. Armed with the card and the PIN they 
can do significant financial damage to the 
victim. Please share this information with 
anyone you think may need to know.

Senior Gardener Anne Tuomisto has transformed 

the Mediterranean Borders
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THE 
NURSEMAIDS’ 
TUNNEL
Mark Elliott

Précised by Robin Black

How can you live in Marylebone for 
more than twenty years and not know about 
The Nursemaids’ Tunnel? Well, I didn’t 
until recently. Perhaps it is because access 
is restricted to owners and guests of Park 
Square or Park Crescent. If you are a resident 
of the Parish of St Marylebone you can also 
apply for a key and pay an annual fee but the 
waiting list is long. Or you can join a private 
walk organised by the Friends or, perhaps, 
visit during Open Garden Squares Weekend 
(more at the end of this article).

Our Chair, Mark Elliott, has written a 
fascinating history of this tunnel, which is one 
of the earliest surviving pedestrian subways in 
London. It joins the two Crown Estate Paving 
Commission (CEPC) private gardens, Park 
Square Garden and Park Crescent Garden, 
which straddle the Marylebone Road near 
Regent’s Park tube station.

The tunnel was built following a petition 
by residents who felt it was dangerous 
crossing the New Road (now Marylebone 
Road) particularly for children and ‘of 
inconvenience to Ladies who are desirous of 
going from one Garden to the other’ as E.B. 
Wilbraham writes.

This wonderful brick-vaulted tunnel is 
approached along curved paths leading to 
ramps flanked by stone drainage channels 
and brick retaining walls. Mark writes that, 
‘Each end of the tunnel was faced in stucco 
embellished with fluted Doric columns 
flanking arched entrances with a simple iron 
railing above’.

This Grade II-listed tunnel still exhibits 
a high degree of the survival of the original 
fabric, even retaining iron hooks and 
chains embedded in the walls, thought to 
be fixtures for oil lamps from the original 
lighting scheme.

More than 30 years after the completion of 
the Nursemaids’ Tunnel, the local residents 
stepped in again, this time to preserve 
the tunnel from demolition when the 
Metropolitan Railway was being constructed. 
This was the world’s first passenger-carrying 
underground railway, travelling between 
Paddington and King’s Cross. 

You can read more about this wonderful 
tunnel and see fabulous photos of its location, 
its architecture and learn more about gaining 
access by reading Mark Elliott’s full article.  
bit.ly/3yyXiJj

NEED TO KNOW:  Matt Higham of 
Crown Estate Paving Commission will be 
guiding a tour on August 3 at 2:30 including 
of this wonderful tunnel.  To book contact 
Viv Ward, viv@vivward.com

http://bit.ly/3yyXiJj
mailto: viv@vivward.com


Friends in the Susie Sainsbury wing of the RAM Iberian Chiffchaff Female Peregrine Falcon
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RECENT EVENTS
Royal Academy of Music Tour
Frankie Epstein

Bird Walk with Tony Duckett
Robin Black

Matt Steinmann’s Tree Walk
Andrew Marks

On 19 May, we visited The Royal 
Academy of Music on Marylebone Road. 
The Academy is celebrating its Bicentenary 
this year and we were shown around the 
building by Tim Winward-Hart. A big thank 
you to him for his knowledge and time.

The building has undergone a great deal of 
architectural work, beautifully blending the 
old with the new. There are concert halls of 
varying sizes, both traditional and modern, 
offering concerts and events throughout the 
year, some of which are free.

We visited the Museum which houses, 
among other things, violins and violas made 
by Stradivari and Amati. It was a real treat to 
have the space to ourselves and to be able ask 
questions of the staff about the exhibits.

Our visit culminated in the Susie Sainsbury 
Theatre, an amazing auditorium able to seat 
300 people. The décor is cherry wood and 
red leather.  We all had a most enjoyable and 
enlightening morning.

If you take an interest in the trees in The 
Regent’s Park, and while we await a tree app, 
joining a tree walk with Matt Steinmann is a 
must. Matt has an inexhaustible knowledge 
of the trees throughout the park and on the 
recent walk on 26 May, our group learned 
how they are maintained. Matt ensures that 
less healthy specimens don’t pose a risk to 
humans or infrastructure. If he identifies 
an unstable tree he takes appropriate steps, 
either by discouraging the public from 
getting too close, or, more usually, pruning 
or removing the tree completely. One of 
two multi-stemmed Bays (Laurus nobilis) in 
Queen Mary’s Garden had been cut down to 
stumps because it had Ganoderma fungus, 
making it potentially dangerous.

We viewed a felled Horse Chestnut 
(Aesculus hippocastanum) trunk which had 
been invaded by Ganoderma; cheeringly 
it had refused to give up the ghost, putting 
down roots and producing a good smattering 

of new leaves on the trunk itself.  
We looked at a magnificent English Oak 

(Quercus robur) and learned about the Oak 
Processionary Moth, so called because they 
travel in nose-to-tail processions from their 
nests to their food-source, the oak leaves.
These pests not only damage the trees but 
can cause rashes and breathing difficulties 
in humans. Matt’s preferred means of 
eradication is to climb the trees, remove the 
nests and burn them. 

We viewed some beautiful Fastigiate 
Hornbeams (Carpinus betulus) and a 
Cotoneaster, a veteran tree which, despite 
being completely hollow, was vigorously 
leafing and seemingly in the best of health. 

Next were a couple of Willows that hosted 
a different fungus, and had been pruned 
severely in spite of which they too had sent 
up vertical stems covered with copious leaves.  

There is a group of Black Walnuts (Juglans 
nigra) that produced a decent crop of edible 
fruit the previous year. Matt had black-
stained hands for weeks after picking some.

The park also boasts a group of young 

Coast Redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) 
one of only four deciduous conifer genera, the 
others being Taxodium (Swamp Cypress), 
Larix (Larch) and Pseudolarix.   

The Fulham Oak (Quercus x hispanica 
‘Fulhamensis’) is a hybrid whose corky bark 
hints that one of its parents is the Cork Oak 
(Quercus Suber); a few of which are on view 
in Chester Road. 

Huge thanks to Matt from all of us who 
attended.

I signed up for Tony Duckett’s bird walk 
on Sunday 15 May and was glad I did. We 
had a ‘full house’ of 15 people spanning all 
ages. We were all on time in spite of the 8:30 
am start.

Led by Tony, we explored the park for 
two hours observing a wide range of birds 
including a Whinchat, a Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker, a baby Heron and in the 
wetland pen not normally open to the 
public, Common Kestrels. 

One young couple came armed with 
impressive cameras with paparazzi-sized 
lenses. Tony had a high-powered telescope 
and let us view birds, nesting and feeding. 
We could take it from there and pretend we 
had discovered them ourselves.

Tony Duckett, so knowledgeable and 
amiable, entertained questions at all levels. 
‘Why do the herons look so fed up and 

morose sometimes?’ ‘Oh,’ Tony cheerily 
replied, ‘There is a name for that. It is called 
loafing and they usually do it when they 
have fed and are just… hanging around, 
digesting.’

Jim Stewart, who proclaims himself as 
‘enthusiastically new to the subject’, came 
along because he has been in awe of Tony’s 
bird photography in the newsletter and on 
the website. Jim writes, that ‘Tony’s role 
in the park seems to allow him to suggest/
order suitable planting and protection for 
birds about which he is clearly passionate. 
Yet he is so modest and answered our many 
questions patiently. Having access to locked 
areas was a particular treat.’

NEED TO KNOW: After 45 years, ‘Bird 
Man’ Tony Duckett is retiring but has 
generously offered to conduct two more 
walks on 3 and 4 September, 8:30-10:30.   
Numbers limited to 15.  Contact:  Robin 
Black rbh@dircon.co.uk See events insert 
for more information.

mailto:rbh@dircon.co.uk
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25 September, 2022 
2:30 pm – 5pm
Spanish Flamenco Fiesta 
on the Broadwalk

To mark the end of a fantastic summer 
of free weekend music, the Friends 
are hosting a Spanish Flamenco Fiesta 
on the Broadwalk.  This is a family-
friendly event consisting of a flamenco 
show and workshops.  Why not dress 
up and join the fun?!

Connect the dots to reveal  the bailaora- 
a female flamenco dancer!

If you haven’t tried it yet, how about solving a detective case based on either The Regent’s Park or Primrose Hill?
If you make your way to the Park on a weekend, entering by Clarence Gate, you can buy one of three detective-themed treasure trails for £10 from the Friends’ gazebo, the little green hut right near the boating lake. It is open daily from 10:30 am – 4:30 pm on weekends and bank holiday Mondays and is staffed by friendly, knowledgeable volunteers  who are The Friends of Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill.

And on the August bank holiday Monday, 29 August we are encouraging as many families as possible to join in the fun on a self-guided, clue-driven investigation to solve ‘The Mystery of the Rambling Rose’. Save the date!

This particular case starts directly outside Baker Street Underground station with your first clue being expertly guarded by none other than Sherlock Holmes himself. From there you will enter York Gate in search of more clues, 18 in all.

‘Treasure Trails’ as they are called will provide more than two hours of serious sleuthing around the park. The route is accessible for wheelchair users and for families with strollers. You will also wend your way past cafés, toilets and perfect picnic areas when the going gets tough.  

CALLING 
ALL SUPER 
SLEUTHS 

SAVE THE DATE!
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The theme of this summer newsletter is Listen as we have lots of music throughout the 
summer months to entertain and delight park goers of all ages. And while we don’t want to 
make a big song and dance about it, there are a lot of other sounds in our park if you know 
where to look…and listen.

6. Music for Trees - you need 
to download the app first.

7. The Broadwalk Jazz Sessions - 
Saturdays 2:00-4:00 pm. 

LISTEN UP!

5. The Zoo- you can hear macaws, 
lions, tigers and more walking down 
the Broadwalk.

4. The Open Air Theatre - picnic on 
the Nannies’ lawn and don’t forget 
to pick up your litter when you leave.

3. The Cascades in the Queen Mary’s 
Gardens - a cool place to sit and chill.

2. The Bandstand Concerts - 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
from 12:30.

1. Waterfowl on the boating lake -
How many different species can you spot?  
And please remember Do Not Feed the birds.  
It isn’t good for their health.



BOOK REVIEW
Anne-Marie Craven

SUMMER MUSIC IN THE PARK

Decimus Burton: 
Gentleman Architect
Paul A. Rabbitts, London: 
Lund Humphries, 2021

How is it that James Burton (1761–1837), 
at the age of just twenty, began speculative 
building of houses, erecting, as some said, 
‘third-rate’ houses in Southwark? His tenth 
child, Decimus, was the only member of his 
family to follow in his footsteps and in this 
new book by Paul A. Rabbitts we meet one 
of the architects, whose early work in The 
Regent’s Park led to many commissions 
around the country.

I would not normally recommend going  
straight to the end of a book, but in this 
instance, a glance at the gazetteer will give you 
a clue to the extent of his work in new designs 
and alterations, not just in London but, in 
Hertfordshire, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and 
Yorkshire as well as Ireland and Wales.

It is, of course, his work in The Regent’s 
Park, with and without John Nash, that is 
of interest to the Friends. It is unfortunate 
that some of the villas he designed were 

Come along to the Bandstand and the Broadwalk for a 
programme of musical events throughout the Summer. 
It’s all completely free!

demolished or destroyed but the book 
contains excellent illustrations and beautiful, 
modern photography. Today we can still 
see The Holme, Cornwall Terrace, Grove 
House, Clarence and Chester Terrace. He 
also designed the buildings and the garden 
for the Zoological Society and those for the 
Royal Botanic Society’s gardens, including 
the conservatory. It is sad that these were 
demolished with its closure in 1932 but 
the illustrations help to tell the story. This 
work led Decimus Burton to design the 
Palm House at Kew and to work with 
Joseph Paxton on the Great Conservatory at 
Chatsworth.

Some of his other works were in London’s 
clubland of which the Atheneum is the most 
spectacular. Adelaide Crescent in Brighton, 
the Pharos (or upper lighthouse) and the little 
lighthouse, or Beach House, at Fleetwood as 
well as his work at St Leonards-on-Sea are 
all great examples of his versatility. 

The author ends the book with a fitting 
testimony: ‘Decimus Burton will forever be 
remembered as an exemplary architect and 
gentleman, amiable, considerate and gentle 
to all. Those of his buildings that remain 
are a testament to his sublime genius and 
longevity, with his contribution to society 
unquestionable.’

20% Discount for the Friends- 
Valid until 31 July 2022.

The publishers, Lund Humphries are 
offering the Friends a discount of 20% 
off the price plus free postage. 
Decimus Burton: Gentleman Architect by 
Paul A. Rabbitts, is published by Lund 
Humphries (Hardback RRP £45). 
Visit www.lundhumphries.com and use 
code REGENTSPARK20 at checkout 
to apply the discount. 

Scan the QR code to join the Friends
Discounts at all park cafés, Will to Win 
Tennis, the Open Air Theatreand more

friendsofregentspark.org      
regentsparkmusicfestival.org.uk

Chair - Mark Elliott
chair@friendsofregentspark.org

Secretary - Adrian Jackson
secretary@friendsofregentspark.org

Treasurer & Membership Administrator 
- Jo Faktor
treasurer@friendsofregentspark.org

Newsletter Editor - Robin Black
newsletter@friendsofregentspark.org

Park Management
0300 061 2300
Dial 1 to speak to member of staff
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